
 C H A M B E R  E V E N T S 
 

 

Wednesday, February 2, 2011  

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

 

Thursday, February 3, 2011  

NSYP - Network for A Cause  

5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.  

Airoom Architects Builders Remodelers 

6825 N. Lincoln Ave., Lincolnwood 

 

Wednesday, February 9, 2011  

Chocolate & Champagne  

Networking Event  

4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

Crowne Plaza Chicago/Northbrook 

2875 N. Milwaukee Ave., Northbrook 

Friday, February 18, 2011  

Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club  

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Oakton Park Community Center 

4701 Oakton St., Skokie 

 

Wednesday, February 23, 2011  

Women in Business -  Web Presence  

Noon-1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

 

Wednesday, March 2, 2011  

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  

Noon-1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 
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SLSF Defines the Role of Trusted Advisor 
Through Its Comprehensive Approach to Service  
 
When a business is in trouble, someoneôs personal finances are in peril, or the future 

financial stability or an organization is murky, where should one turn?  For many people 

in these situations, the answer is often as unclear as their current circumstances.   
 

However, for Michael L. Perlman, CPA, Managing Partner and the entire team at SLSF, 
the answer is easy.  Itôs time to call a trusted advisor -- one who not only can help with 

the current situation, but can also plan to maximize success in the future.  
 

In fact, SLSF was built on serving its clients as 
not only an accounting firm, but more so, being 

a trusted business and personal advisor.  This 
approach is not something that can be quickly 

fabricated; it has to be built over time through a 

series of successful interactions with each client.  
Therefore, the ultimate goal is to attain ñtrusted 

advisor statusò with its clients ï and this has 
been the approach since the firm opened its 

doors nearly 30 years ago. 
 

From its offices in the WiFi Executive Building at Skokie Boulevard and Dempster Street, 
the firm serves clients ranging from solo -entrepreneurs and high net worth individuals 

to $75M corporations with international operations.  Many of its clients have been with 

the firm since its inception - a testament to the trusted advisor approach the firm 
delivers. 
 

In addition to a unique approach to service, clients of SLSF experience the depth and 

breadth of services typically only found at larger firms. Whether it is a basic tax return 
or monthly financial statement compilation or a multi -state tax return and audit, 

strategic business plan, financing assistance, and tax credit work, SLSF has the 
capabilities to meet even the most complex needs. 
 

Finally, while the firm serves businesses in all industries, it has developed significant 

expertise serving distributors, manufacturers, professional services, real estate, 

healthcare, and restaurant groups.  The firm uses its depth in these industries to bring 
additional value and industry best practices to its clients in these industries.  
  

Whatever the situation, Michael welcomes the opportunity to listen to problems, 

challenges, and obstacles and present solutions.  Itôs what being a trusted advisor is all 
about.  Contact Michael at 847.676.2000 or send him an email at mperlman@slsf.com. 
 
 
SLSF is the major sponsor of this yearôs Annual Board Installation & Member Awards Luncheon - 
Friday, February 4 at Maggianoôs Little Italy, Old Orchard. Please see insert to sign up or for 
more information about the luncheon featuring Bernie Tafoya, WBBM News Radio 780.  

  

 
 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011  
Business After -Hours  
5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Skokie Police Department 
7300 Niles Center Road, Skokie 



 

A Caring Concept, Inc., 2001  

Aflac -Robyn Weinstein, 2006  

ALS Foundation Les Turner, 1989  

 Anil Malhotra & Co. Ltd., 1997  

Bassing Roofing and Sheet Metal, 1963  

Bears of Hope, 2002  

Bonefish Grill, 2006  

Cagan Management Group, Inc., 2009  

Chicago Hypnosis Center, 2008  

Chicago Jewish Funerals, 1999  

Chiro One Wellness Center, 2005  

Coldwell Banker Residential  

Brokerage Evanston, 2008  

Comcast Business Services -  

Chicago Region, 2009  

Computer Systems Institute, 2010  

Congregation Bene Shalom, 2009  

Count on Us, 2009  

David Center, DDS, 2009  

Doubletree Hotel & Conference  

Center, 1972  

FedEx Office, 1993  

FLS Group LLC, 2006  

GEC Consultants, Inc., 2009  

House of Rental, 1996  

Hubôs Gyros 1, Inc., 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jos. A Bank Clothiers, Inc., 2007  

Kaufmanôs Bagel & Deli, 2009 

Kiwanis Club of Skokie Valley, 1992  

Koenig & Strey Realty, 2008  

Konik & Company, Inc., 2007  

Law Offices of David A. Charous,  

LLC, 2004  

Leslie M. Stern Design, Ltd., 2001  

Louis A. Epstein, C.P.A. &  

Associates, Ltd., 2000  

Mr. Floor Companies, 1999  

Myron & Philôs Steak House, Inc., 2008 

Octura Models Inc., 1991  

Peapod, LLC, 2004  

RCN Residential Services, 2007  

Remodeling by the Tin Man, 2002  

Rotary Club of Skokie Valley, 1991  

Selective Memories Resale & 

Collectables, Inc., 2009  

Servpro of Winnetka/Wilmette/  

Skokie, 2008  

SHANI and JANE re -DESIGN, 2008  

The Values Doctor, 2008  

Tolziensô Auto Service Inc., 1993 

Triblocal, 2009  

Weinstein Family Services, 2002  
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Mailing services for  

The Chamber Connection  
are provided by  

Chamber member  
Priority Systems, Inc.  

7410 Niles Center Rd.,  

Skokie, IL 60077  
847 -929 -6000  

 

JJôs List 
1187 Wilmette Ave. #136  

Wilmette, IL 60091 
847-702-4098 (t)  

847-869-0002 (f)  
JJ Hanley 

jj@jjslist.com 
www.jjslist.com  

NFP Organizations & Clubs  
 
Nicholas Clark Architects  
2045 W. Grand Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60612 
312-243-7799 (t)  

312-243-7836 (f)  
Peter Nicholas 

peter@nicholasclarkarch.com 
www.nicholasclarkarch.com 

Architects  
 
Robert Kusel Photography, Inc.  
7654 Tripp Ave. 

Skokie, IL 60076 
847-933-1822 (t)  

Bob Kusel 
rkusel@comcast.net 

robertkusel.com 
Photographers & Advertising  
 

Success Coach, Inc.  
1830 Sherman Ave. #403 

Evanston, IL 60201 
312-415-7455 (t)  

David Lindgren 
mandavidl@aol.com 

www.pathtospirit.com  
Business & Personal Consulting  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sales Vantage Referral,  
Generating Leads for  
Your Business 

 

Call the Skokie Chamber of Commerce 
at 847-673-0240 for more information. 

MEMBERSHIP

RENEWALS  

WELCOME  
NEW MEMBERS  

Donôt Miss the  
Annual Board Installation  
& Member Awards Luncheon 

See insert for more details. 
 

Sponsored by: 
 

 
 

 



 
Deb Mattes, President  

Westfield Old Orchard 
 

Erica Crohn Minchella,  
Executive Vice -President  

Attorney at Law 
 

Carolyn Anthony, Vice President  
Skokie Public Library (Public Sector) 

 

David Putrus, Treasurer  
First Bank and Trust, Skokie 

 

Eric Bates, Secretary  
Doubletree Hotel & Conference Center 

 

Glen Roter,                         
Immediate Past President  

Edward Jones Investments 
 

 
Sarah Bender  

Priority Systems, Inc. 
     

David Charous  
Attorney at Law 

 

Nanciann Gatta  
Niles Township Dist. 219 

(Public Sector ) 
 

Carol Goodman  
Perfection Counter Tops &  

Custom Closets 
 

J.R. Graves  
Remodeling by J.R. Graves 

 

Jack Ivanoff  
Walgreenôs Pharamacy 

 

Scott Holtz  
5207 Inc.  

 

Jerry Mytych  
AT&T Illinois 

 

Kim Ogasawara  
Harris Bank 

 

Brian Parker  
@properties Residential Division 

 

Al Rigoni  
Village of Skokie (Public Sector) 

 

Holly Rotman -Zaid  
Freestyle Marketing, LLC 

 

Mark Schneiderman  
Skokie Park District (Public Sector) 

 

Lynn Seinfeld  
Oakton Community College 

(Public Sector) 
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2011 
BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS  

 
Introducing the New Board President  
 

 

Just two years ago, I descended from the presidency, 
fulfilling the term of the prior General Manager of Westfield Old Orchard.  This year, 

Iôm proud and honored to ascend again into the Presidency of the Skokie Chamber, 
beginning my own 2-year term.   
 

Iôm excited about the year ahead.  As a Board, we have brainstormed new programs 

that we feel very strongly will bring unique opportunities for members to become 
exposed to the greater community at large, and still give everyone ample 

opportunities to network and promote their businesses.  
 

The Board is now comprised of members representing the retail and manufacturing 

industries, giving us a well-rounded representation of the businesses in Skokie.   
Jack Ivanoff, District Manager of Walgreens, and Sarah Bender, Senior Vice President 

of Priority Systems, join Kim Ogasawara of Harris Bank in becoming inducted onto 
the Board for three year terms. Please help me in congratulating them when they are 

formally inducted at the Annual Membership and Installation Luncheon this month.  
 

Iôm also excited about the improving mood of the consumer.  Westfield Old Orchard 
enters 2011 in a much better position than we did one year ago.  We have several 

new stores under construction and several more in negotiation.  We had more 

shoppers enter our mall last year than any year prior, despite significant road 
construction that could have been a deterrent.  While the holiday season was 

affected by severe winter weather early in December, the month ended very strong 
due to pent -up consumer demand that we feel will carry forward into this New Year.  
 

I look forward to making new acquaintances this year and nurturing the relationships 

that I have already made before.  And of course, I encourage feedback on what you 
feel would help you get more out of your Chamber membership.   
 

Thank you for this opportunity to lead the Skokie Chamber over the next two years.  
 

Deb Mattes  
Skokie Chamber Board President 

Senior General Manger, Westfield Old Orchard 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Wednesdays on the Green 2011  
Coming Soon!  

 

Featuring Car Shows, Music, Dancing and Movies on  
the Village Green every Wednesdays starting  

May 18 -  August 24  
***This is a wonderful opportunity for sponsorship and 

exposure of your business***  



 

 
 

 

 

Pre-Super Bowl Party Hosted by NSYP  
 

Join us in networking for a 

cause; hosted by the North 
Suburban Young Professionals 

and sponsored by Airoom Architects & Builders Remodelers in 
Lincolnwood. Proceeds will benefit the Childrenôs Memorial 

Hospital Foundation. 
 

Thursday, February 3, 2011: 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.  
Airoom Architects Builders Remodelers,  

6825 N. Lincoln Ave., Lincolnwood 
$10 by February 1, and $12 after Feb. 1 and at the door  

See insert for more details!  

  

 

Women in Business:  
Managing Your Web Presence  
 

The Five Things EVERY Small 

Business Should Do on the Interneté 
 

Amanda Bury, ReachLocal will share 
information about what we should be doing and how to make 

it happen. 
 

Wednesday, February 23, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  
Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 

$10 Fee; includes full lunch  
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SkokieNet offers local businesses  
a place to create a valuable  
networking community.  
www.skokienet.org 

NETWORKING AND COMMUNITY 

EVENTS  
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Business After -Hours at the  
Skokie Police Department  

      

The Village of Skokie invites all Skokie Chamber 

of Commerce members to a Business After- 
Hours at the Skokie Police Headquarters, 7300 

Niles Center Road, on Wednesday, February 16. Refreshments 
will be served, and Chamber members will have the opportunity 

to tour the new state -of-the-art, 80,000 square foot facility.  
 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011: 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Skokie Police Department - 7300 Niles Center Road, Skokie 

This event is Free!  

Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club  
 
The Breakfast Club is a dynamic group led by  

Catherine Johns, Chicago Hypnosis Center.  
The Breakfast Club is a great way to build 

relationships with fellow Skokie Chamber 
members over breakfast.  
 

Friday, February 18, 2011: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  

Oakton Park Community Center, 4701 Oakton Street, Skokie 

$10; includes breakfast  

 
 

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  
ñCompetitive Pricingò 
 

 

Joe Campagna, Grant Merchant Services,   
will discuss competitive pricing in business. 
In todayôs market place, many business  

Services are being commoditized shrinking  
traditional profit margins. Learn about sales techniques and  

Possible pricing models to help your customers feel like youôre 
a partner and not just another vender.  
 

Wednesday, February 2, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 
Free; bring a sack lunch  

Chocolate & Champagne Networking Event  
 
Mingle with members of these local Chambers & network with 

exhibitors of all types of businesses while you enjoy tastings of 
chocolate and champagne. Exhibitor tables are available for 

wonderful exposure to neighboring communities.   
 

Wednesday, February 9, 2011: 4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  
Crowne Plaza Northbrook; 2875 N. Milwaukee, Northbrook 
$15 if RSVP before February 2  

$25 after February 2 and Non -Members  
See insert for more details!  

Annual Board Installation &  
Member Awards Luncheon  
 

Join us for this annual networking event where Skokie Chamber 
Board members are inducted and outgoing Board members are 

recognized for their service. Weôll also give awards to members 
for business excellence.   
 

Friday, February 4, 2011: 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  

Maggianoôs Little Italy, 4999 Old Orchard Rd., Skokie 
$35/$265 per table of 8; includes lunch  

Sponsored by SLSF Certified Public Accountants, 

Westfield Old Orchard and Walgreens.  
See insert for more details!  

  



BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHTS  

 

 
 
 

Founded in 1979, McCormick and Schmickôs Seafood 

Restaurant has brought a large variety of fresh seafood from 
local, regional, national, and international waters to Skokie. 

Conveniently located in the Westfield Old Orchard Mall, 
McCormick and Schmickôs perfect for a classic business lunch, 

break from shopping, or intimate dining celebration.  
 

Bringing the freshest seafood to Skokie, McCormick & 

Schmickôs menu is printed twice daily to accommodate over 
30 fresh seafood varieties from around the world.  When in 

season, guests can find American and Canadian oysters on 
the half shell, Chesapeake Bay lump crab cakes, and tuna 

from Kona, Hawaii. For the non-seafood diner, poultry and 
beef specialties are offered. To finish the dining experience, 

try one of the decadent homemade desserts prepared, such 

as the Walnut Crusted Apple Pie served warm with cinnamon 
ice cream or signature Crème Brulee.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

McCormick & Schmickôs is driven by its reputation for quality 
food and respect for its traditions. Boasting an award -winning 

bar specials, McCormick & Schmickôs practices ñtraditional 
mixologyò handcrafting cocktails using only fresh-squeezed 

juices, and features an unparalleled $1.95 bar menu Monday 
through Friday from 4:00 to 7:00. The signature drink is an 

Arnold Palmer but guests can enjoy made-from-scratch 

margaritas, crafted beers or premium wines.  
 

Whether planning a business meeting, Super Bowl party, 
rehearsal dinner, or bridal shower, McCormick and Schmickôs 

will create an event certain to be memorable. Flexible private 
dining spaces, large projection screens, and customized 

menus can accommodate any event need. 
 

 

Call the Skokie Chamber office  
at 847-673-0240 to find out how  
your business can be featured in  

our monthly newsletter,  
The Chamber Connection. 
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Opened in 2001, the Old Orchard T-Mobile Retail Store is 

now looking lighter and brighter thanks to a move to a new 
space and makeover this past January. The store is now 

located across from the original store on the south -side  
of Macyôs.  
 

Based in Bellevue, Wash., T-Mobile USA, Inc. is the U.S. 

wireless operation of Deutsche Telekom AG. By the end of 
the third quarter of 2010, approximately 130 million mobile 

customers were served by the mobile communication 

segments of the Deutsche Telekom group - 33.6 million by  
T-Mobile USA - all via a common technology platform based 

on GSM and UMTS, the world's most widely used digital 
wireless standards.  
 

T-Mobile USA's innovative wireless products and services 

help empower people to connect to those who matter most. 
T-Mobile also offers a broad range of 4G products, including 

handsets, laptop sticks and a 4G-enabled netbook, which 

enables its customers to reap the benefits of the 4G 
network. T-Mobile will continue to be at the forefront of 

wireless innovation, delivering 4G products across a variety 
of categories in 2011.  
 

Multiple independent research studies continue to rank  

T-Mobile among the highest in numerous regions 
throughout the U.S. in wireless customer care and call 

quality.  The T-Mobile Retail Store at Old Orchard Shopping 

Center lives up to the companyôs award-winning service, 
and now does it with a fresh new look.  
 

Come by and check out their  

new store at:  
 

T-Mobile Retail Store 
Old Orchard Shopping Center 

4999 Old Orchard Center 
Skokie, IL 60077 

847.677.0900 

Store Manager: James Bang 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

McCormick and Schmickôs Seafood 
Restaurant  

The NEW T -Mobile Retail Store at  
Old Orchard Shopping Center  



Post Your Sale or Coupon on Hot Deals or  
Member-to-Member Discount 

 

Have a sale or coupon to advertise?  
Post it on the Skokie Chamberôs website at 

www.skokiechamber.org. Have a Member Discount 
youôd like to extend to the membership?  

Call Linda Bouvilom at 847-673-0240 to find out how!  
 

See page 8 for more details! 
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Sales Vantage Referral Benefits Its Members  
 

Sales Vantage Referral (SVR) is Skokie Chamber of 

Commerceôs leads group.  Itôs an industry specific leads 
group exchanging business referral prospects with each 

other.  Howard Meyer, Executive Director of the Chamber 
stressed ñThe strength of Sales Vantage Referral lies not only 

in the16 years it has been in existence, but also in its active 
leadership on the Chamber board and Chamber committees. 

The Chamber is proud to sponsor Sales Vantage Referral.  
The group still has founding members ; Len 

Golden,@Properties and Paul Plotnik, Attorney at Law. 
 

Passing business leads is an important feature of each 
meeting.  ñLast year members exchanged  256  leads with 

one anotherò stated Carolyn Reiner, Bears of Hope and 

Immediate Past President of Sales Vantage Referral.   
 

Various programs are scheduled such as members giving 

business presentations about their business and/or industry.  

This helps members become more knowledgeable of good 
prospects to refer to each otherôs businesses.   SVR also 

invites outside speakers to come to meetings to discuss 
matters of interest to the group.  Last year Village Trustee 

Michael Lorge shared Skokieôs vision to keep it a great place 
to live and work; Karen Kring, photojournalist,  explained the 

Skokie Photo Project which focuses on what life in Skokie and 

its people were like May 2010-2011; and  SCORE counselor, 
Jerry Folz, who discussed good business tips.  Bob Pielet, 

Your PC Help Desk and SVR Program Chair, added, ñMonthly 
business discussions are held to share ideas and tips on 

networking, prospecting, and marketing.ò  Al Curtis, Liaison 
to State Representative Lou Lang, conducts monthly case 

studies on members businesses seeking ways to improve a 
respective memberôs business.  All these programs make SVR 

meetings both interesting and informative.  
 

At SVRôs Holiday Brunch, the following SVR officers were 
installed: President  Ross Mathee, North Shore Community 

Bank;  Vice-President  Orit Gordon, First Data; and Treasurer, 

Diane Forsythe, ABI Mortgage.  
 

Chamber members are invited to attend a Sales Vantage 

Referral meeting. The group meets every Tuesday from  

7:30-8:30am at the Weber Leisure Center (Gross Point Rd & 
Church St.) in Room 107.   

Call the Chamber Office  
847-673-0240 to RSVP. 
 

SVR Officers  
(from left to right)   
Diane Forsythe, Treasurer,  
Orit Gordon, Vice -President 
and Ross Mathee, President  

 
 

 
  

 
 

  

 

 
 

The Village of Skokie  
invites all Skokie Chamber  

of Commerce members to a 

Business After Hours at the 
Skokie Police Headquarters, 

7300 Niles Center Road, on 
Wednesday, February 16, 

2011, from 5 to 7:30 p.m.  
Refreshments will be served, and Chamber members will 

have the opportunity to tour the new state -of-the-art, 80,000 

square foot facility that has been strategically planned and 
designed for optimum use and efficiency.  The building is 

expected to receive, at minimum, silver certification from the 
U.S. Green Building Councilôs Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design Program (LEED), the nationally 

accepted benchmark for the design, construction and 
operation of high-performance ógreenô buildings.   
 

Selective demolition and construction of the new station 

began in April 2009, and incorporated the adaptive reuse of 
elements of the existing structure, consistent with LEED 

guidelines.  A total of more than $1.9 million in grant funds 
were received for construction and facility equipment, 

including a $1 million grant from the Department of 

Homeland Security/Federal Emergency Management Agency 
to build a state -of-the-art Emergency Operations Center.  

The building opened in October 2010.   
 

For further information on the Business After Hours at the 
new Skokie Police Headquarters please contact Ann Tennes, 

Director of Marketing and Communications, at 847/933-8234 
or ann.tennes@skokie.org. 
 

This event is FREE! See insert to  

RSVP via fax 847 -673 -0490  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Business After -Hours at the New 
Skokie Police Station on February 16  

BENEFITS  

           SVR            Business After-Hours 

HIGHLIGHT  
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Thanks to Village Inn Pizzeria Sports Bar & Grill for sponsoring our  
New Member Orientation/Existing Member Refresher on January 12  

Fely Bayona, Reliv International and Joanne 
Telser-Frere, Neuroquest Ltd ., collaborate on 
new business ideas.  

Gina Conrad, Mr. Floor Companies, 
introduced herself and described  business 
for the 15 -Second introductions. 

Members that attended the Orientation, 
enjoyed great pizza provided by Village 
Inn Pizzeria Sports Bar & Grill . 

IN ACTION & MEMBER AWARDS  

YOUR CHAMBER 

Congratulations to the following 2010 Award -Winning Members  
Based on your nominations, we are please to announce the following awards...  

 

 

Member of the Year -  Scott Holtz, 5207 Inc.  
 

New Member of the Year -  Karen Sanders, Sanders IT Consulting  
 

Non -Profit of the Year -  St. Paul Lutheran Church & Academy  
 

Volunteer of the Year -  Deb Lawrence  
 

Best Networker -  Julie Yusim, Duxler Complete Auto Care  
 

Chamber Ambassador -  Gary Chesin, Chesin Financial Group  

 

These members will be recognized at the Annual Board Installation & Member Awards Luncheon 
February 4, 2011 at Maggianoôs Little Italy 

Holiday Party Committee Members,  Kim 
Ogasawara, Harris Bank and Jennifer Engel, 
Chicago North Shore CVB ; take a break  
from organizing the silent auction tables.  

Sam Eckerling, Print X -Press  sold raffles tickets 
to Julie Yusim, Duxler Complete Auto Care , 
Lisa Edelson, Niles North High School and Ken 
Dermer, Remred Business Class Promotional 
Products at the holiday party.  

David Zornig, Selective Memories Resale & 
Collectables  network with Cristina Moldovan 
and Frances Simon, Pandora Old Orchard . 



Have a Job to Post? 
You can post it on www.skokieworks.com  
or on the Skokie Chamberôs website at 

www.skokiechamber.org. Call Linda Bouvilom at  
847-673-0240 to find out how. 

 

The Skokie Chamber of Commerce is looking for 
volunteers who want to help plan Chamber events. 
By joining a Planning Committee, youôre getting 
involved, meeting new people and getting your 

business name out there.  
 

Contact the Skokie Chamber office at   
847-673-0240 for more information. 

Join a Skokie Chamber Committee 

Quarterly Article Submitted by the Village of Skokie,  
Ann Tennes, Director of Marketing and Communications 
 

 
 

  

 

Finding Quality Business Information Part 3  
  

Some of the best business tools can be a click away. Many of  
these tools are worth purchasing, like Microsoft Word or Excel  
but others are available free of charge via the Skokie Public Library.  
Here are three more subscription databases that can help provide 
business assistance. 
 

First Research  provides help when it's necessary to bone up on a 
particular industry before a sales call or a business meeting.  With 
industry profiles that cover more than 600 business sectors First 
Research highlights industry trends and current issues affecting 
each industry. Additional features include Other features include  
Call Prep Sheets with one-page industry overviews, and State 
Profiles with(summaries of economic and business issues affecting  
a business in any state or Canadian province. 
 

LegalForms from Thomson Gale offers a wide selection of state-
specific (and multi-state) legal and business forms. When a quick 
bill of sale or a sample lease is needed, or a financial statement or a 
distributorship agreement, all these and many more documents can 
be found on LegalForms.  All these forms are available to download 
in MSWord format for easy modification.   
 

The Public Records Electronic Database provides access to public 
filings of new businesses, new homeowners, home foreclosures and 
sales, and bankruptcies in the Illinois counties of Cook, DuPage, 
Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, and Will.  This database provides an 
easy way to create contact lists of new home owners or new 
businesses in the Chicago metropolitan area.    
 

The easiest way to access all these databases is via the Skokie 
Business Portal business.skokielibrary.info.  Since these are 
subscription databases provided by the Skokie Public Library a 
Skokie Public Library card number is needed to log in.  Every 
Chamber member can sign up for a business library card.  Details 
on getting a card can be found here: skokielibrary.info/s_about/
How/cards.asp. For more information contact Mike Buhmann, 
Reference Librarian at 847-673-7774 or by email at 
mbuhmann@skokielibrary.info  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly blog by Mike Buhmann, Business and Career Librarian 

 
 

 
 

The Member-to-Member Discount Program provides  

Skokie Chamber of Commerce members with the 
opportunity to provide their services and products  

at a reduced rate to more than 600 Skokie Chamber 
members and their employees...at no cost! The program 

offers a unique opportunity to promote member -to-member 

purchasing, boosting sales for members and increasing 
visibility while attracting new customers and strengthening 

our local economy. 
 

As part of the Member-to-Member Discount Program, 
Chamber members and their employees are issued a card 

identifying their membership in the Skokie Chamber of 
Commerce. (Cards can be requested for employees by 

calling the Skokie Chamber office.) The Chamber promotes 

these discounts at events, in brochures, on the Chamberôs 
website, in email blasts and in new-member packets. 
 

The following guidelines have been established: 
 

¶ To qualify, each business should be in good standing  

      with the Skokie Chamber of Commerce. 

¶ Discounts must be ongoing and not a one-time offer.  

¶ Free consultations do not qualify for the program.  

¶ Members can review their offer every six months and  

      make changes. 

¶ Members must submit a written request to terminate         

participation in the program be terminated.  
¶ Discounts will not be advertised for multiple locations if   

those locations are not members of the  

      Skokie Chamber. 
 

If you would like to participate in the Member -to-Member 
Discount Program, please fill out the form  

below. Be creative in your offering. Keep in mind that, to be 

effective and popular, the discount should be substantial 
enough to attract attention to get members in your door.  
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Find Out How You Can Benefit From 
Member -to -Member Discounts  



 

 

 
 

Snapshot: 2010 Burglary Statistics  

Trend Downward  
 

While a spike in residential burglaries occurred in the early 
months of 2010, once several arrests were made in those 

cases, burglary statistics continued to trend downward for 
the remainder of the year.   The Skokie Police Department 

data shows the following downward trend in burglaries 

since 2008: 
 

2008 ï 32.1 average total monthly burglaries  
2009 ï 31.8 average total monthly burglaries  

2010 ï 30.5 average total monthly burglaries  
 

These statistics include residential and commercial 
burglaries, home invasions and burglaries to garages/

sheds as well as attempts to commit these offenses. 
 

The Village now has nearly 200 Neighborhood Watch 
groups in residential neighborhoods that look out for the 

safety of their neighborhood.  In the same way, business 

owners and employees are encouraged to look out for one 
another and to call the Skokie Police Department anytime 

something doesnôt look or feel right, or if they see anything 
out of the ordinary.  The Police Department welcomes 

these calls and however small or seemingly unimportant 
the matter, residents, business owners and employees 

should always err on the side of caution and call the Police 

Department at either the 9 -1-1 or 847/982 -5900, the non-
emergency line. 
 

The best defense against criminal activity is a combined 

effort between citizens, businesses and the Police 
Department.  Representatives of the Skokie Police 

Department are available to consult with Skokie 
businesses, at no charge, regarding crime prevention and 

personal safety.  Officers will visit a business and make 

recommendations for preventing crime and provide tips for 
overall employee safety.  For further information, please 

contact the Crime Prevention Unit at 847/982-5919.   
 

All Skokie Chamber of Commerce members are  
invited to a Business After Hours at the new Skokie Police 

Headquarters, 7300 Niles Center Road, on Wednesday, 

February 16, 2011, from 5:00p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  
Refreshments will be served and guests will have the 

opportunity to tour the new state -of-the-art station and 
receive crime prevention information.  
 

 

Village Update 

SPOTLIGHT  

 
 

 
 

In 2010, Duxler Complete Auto Care donated over $3000 to 
some of our favorite organizations through the Duxler Days 

program supporting local not -for-profits in our community.  

In January 2011, Duxler will begin to donate to our 
customersô favorite not-for-profits.  We invite customers  

to drop a card naming his or her favorite charity, school, 
church, or foundation in the Duxler Days counter boxes at 

each of our four locations.   
 

Every month, we will draw a winning card and make a 
donation to the charity of winnerôs choice, on the 

customerôs behalf!  ñThe new Duxler Days also gives  

our not-for-profit partners the chance to benefit from 
Duxler Days all year round,ò says Director of Marketing  

Julie Yusim.  
  

The 2010 Duxler Days recipients Included: American  
Cancer Societyôs Relay for Life; New Foundation Center; 

Y.O.U. of Evanston; Ricky Byrdsong Race Against Hate; 
Family Matters; Leukemia Research Foundation; Oasis; 

Heartland Animal Shelter; Walter & Connie Payton 

Foundation ; Susan G. Komen for the Cure. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

Update Your Chamber Listing for 
FREE! 

 
 

By logging into your Chamber account  
you can:  

 

¶ Update your contact information  
¶ Advertise a Hot Deal (coupon, sale, 

promotion) 
¶ List a job opening 

¶ Add a description to your listing 
¶ Register for free events 

 

All for at no additional cost!  
 

Quarterly Article Submitted by the Village of Skokie,  
Ann Tennes, Director of Marketing and Communications 
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 COMMUNITY  

 In the   

Duxler Days Provides Funds for Charity  




