
 C H A M B E R  E V E N T S 
 

 

Wednesday, January 5, 2011  

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

  

Wednesday, January 12, 2011  

New Member Orientation/Existing 

Member Refresher  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

 

Friday, January 21, 2011  

Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club  

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Oakton Park Community Center 

4701 Oakton St., Skokie 

 

Wednesday, January 26, 2011  

Multi -Chamber Mega -Connect 

Networking Breakfast  

7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

Chateau Ritz 

9100 N. Milwaukee Ave., Niles 

 

Wednesday, January 26, 2011  

Women in Business -  What Lies 

Ahead for Your Business in 2011  

Noon-1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

 

Thursday, February 3, 2011  

NSYP - Network for A Cause  

5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.  

Airroom Architects Builders Remodelers 

6825 N. Lincoln Ave., Lincolnwood 
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T H E 

CONNEC T ION  

January 2011 
   

A Monthly 
Publication of the 
Skokie Chamber  
of Commerce 

Friday, February 4, 2011  
Annual Board Installation & 
Member Awards Luncheon  
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  
Maggianoôs Little Italy 
4999 Old Orchard Center, Skokie 
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Grand Opening Jamesonôs Charhouse at 
the Doubletree Hotel & Conference Center  

 
Jamesonôs Original Charhouse is pleased to have opened a 
new location at the Doubletree Hotel and Conference Center 

Chicago North Shore, in Skokie. The opening was on 
December 6, 2010.  
 

For approximately two decades, Jamesonôs Charhouse has 

been serving quality steaks, chops and fresh fish for 

exceptional value. The menu features the best in American 
cuisine. All dishes are prepared with the finest and freshest 

dining ingredients. 
 

Fine eating establishments know the essence of the restaurant business; it isn't merely 
enough to provide good food. The truly memorable dining experience depends upon several 

other ingredients from the top food selections to the most dedicated people serving you. 
Jamesonôs Charhouse in Skokie would like to lift your dining experience to a whole new level, 

a level of harmony which not only shows in the atmosphere, but in the philosophy to bring 
you an experience that is simply unparalleled in the restaurant industry.  
 

George Lykourentzos is the operating partner of Jamesonôs Charhouse in Skokie. George was 

formerly an owner and the manager of Johnnyôs Tap in Glenview. He is pleased to be joined 
in management by Frank Bolos a local restaurant veteran. 
 

Jamesonôs Charhouse will be open for lunch and dinner with separate lunch and dinner 

menus. Each day of the week features a daily special at lunch and dinner. The daily specials 
remain the same each week and will also have featured specials. There is a fully stocked bar 

and private dining area available for small parties or business lunches. 
  

Jamesonôs Charhouse is pleased to welcome all members of the Skokie Chamber of 

Commerce, their staff and friends to their newest location at the Doubletree Hotel & 
Conference Center. Management and staff look forward to seeing you whenever you may 

choose to dine. The restaurant is open 365 days a year. 
 

The Doubletree Hotel is located at 9599 Skokie Boulevard in Skokie at the intersection of 
Skokie Boulevard and Golf Road, convenient to the Edens Expressway and area attractions. 
 

Jamesonôs Charhouse 

9525 Skokie Blvd. 
Skokie, IL, 60077 

847-673-9700 (f)  
 

Monday-Thursday   11:00am- 11:00pm Bar closed at Midnight 
Friday-Saturday      11:00am - 12:00am Bar Closed at 1:00 a.m. 

Sunday                  12:00pm -11:00 p.m.  
 

For reservations, information, or to book a party, please call 847 -673-9700. 
Visit www.jamesons-charhouse.com for more information.  
 

 

 
 

Thursday, January 27, 2011  
Business After -Hours  
5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Bar Louie Skokie 
5300 W. Touhy Ave., Skokie 



 

Cambridge Nursing & Rehabilitation, 1991  

Dunkinô Donuts - Dempster & Gross Point Rd., 2009  

Dunkinô Donuts - Skokie Blvd., 2008  

Edward Jones Investments - Glen Roter, 1991  

Elizer & Meyerson, 2003  

Forest City Enterprises, Inc., 2005  

Freestyle Marketing, LLC, 2009  

Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center, 1997  

Lin -Mar Motors, Inc., 2005  

McCormick & Schmickôs Seafood Restaurants, 2007 

Northwest Suburban Council, Boy Scouts of  

America,  2009  

Outback Steakhouse, 1997  

Panera Bread, 2007  

Pita Inn, 1982  

Skokie School District 68, 1993  

Sonia Levine CPA, 2005  

Stitchmine, LLC, 2009  

Total Benefit Services, 1998  

UPS Store, 2007  

Walgreens  Drug Store - Church St., 2004  

 Walgreens Drug Store - Dempster St., 2004  

Walgreens Drug Store -  Oakton St.,  2007  

WorkNet Northern Cook County, 2006  

WR Typesetting Co., 2009  
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Mailing services for  

The Chamber Connection  
are provided by  

Chamber member  
Priority Systems Inc.  

7410 Niles Center Rd.,  

Skokie, IL 60077  
847 -929 -6000  

 

Airoom Architects Builders 
Remodelers  

6825 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Lincolnwood, IL 60712 

847-763-110 (t)  
847-763-1102 (f)  

Ivette Camarano 
icamarano@airoom.com 

www.airoom.com 
Construction & Home 
Remodeling  
 
Catering by Maxôs 
5754 N. Western Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60659 
773-989-4488 (t)  

773-989-7744 (f)  
Debbie Meyer 

debbie@cateringbymaxs.com 
www.cateringbymaxs.com 

Catering Services  
 

Jamesonôs Charhouse  
9525 N. Skokie Blvd. 

Skokie, IL 60077 
847-673-9700 (t)  

Frank Bolos 
fdb312@gmail.com 

www.jamesons-charhouse.com 

Restaurants  
 

The Bethany Terrace  
8425 N. Waukegan Rd. 

Morton Grove, IL 60053 
847-965-8100 (t)  

847-965-0114 (f)  
Kris Hansen 

khansen@bethanymethodist.org 
www.bethanyterrace.org 

NFP Organizations & Clubs  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Business Changes:  
 

Rexôs Place 
1316 Maple Avenue 

Evanston, IL 60201 
847-420-6298 (t)  

Kathy Lichtenstein  
kathy.lichtenstein@gmail.com 

Pet Sitting & Walking  
 
The Values Doctor  
3609 Grove St. 

Skokie, IL 60076 
847-800-5918 (t)  

847-676-2115 (f)  
Steven Steinberg 

doc@valuesdoctor.com 
www.valuesdoctor.com 

Speaker Development  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Be Seen in The Chamber Connection and Weekly  
E-mail Blasts 

 

As a member of the Skokie Chamber of Commerce, you have the exclusive opportunity to advertise  
in The Chamber Connection for free and our weekly e-mail blast.! Call Linda Bouvilom at 847-673-0240 to find out more 
about this amazing opportunity that you shouldnôt pass up! 

 
SkokieNet offers  
local businesses a  

place to create a valuable  
networking community.  
www.skokienet.org 

MEMBERSHIP

RENEWALS  

WELCOME  

NEW MEMBERS  



 
Deb Mattes, President  

Westfield Old Orchard 
 

Erica Crohn Minchella,  
Executive Vice -President  

Attorney at Law 
 

Carolyn Anthony, Vice President  
Skokie Public Library (Public Sector) 

 

David Putrus, Treasurer  
First Bank and Trust, Skokie 

 

Eric Bates, Secretary  
Doubletree Hotel & Conference Center 

 

Glen Roter,                         
Immediate Past President  

Edward Jones Investments 
 

 
Sarah Bender  

Priority Systems, Inc. 
     

David Charous  
Attorney at Law 

 

Nanciann Gatta  
Niles Township Dist. 219 

(Public Sector ) 
 

Carol Goodman  
Perfection Counter Tops &  

Custom Closets 
 

Jack Ivanoff  
Walgreenôs Pharamacy 

 

J.R. Graves  
Remodeling by J.R. Graves 

 

Scott Holtz  
5207 Inc.  

 

Jerry Mytych  
AT&T Illinois 

 

Kim Ogasawara  
Harris Bank 

 

Brian Parker  
@properties Residential Division 

 

Al Rigoni  
Village of Skokie (Public Sector) 

 

Holly Rotman -Zaid  
Freestyle Marketing, LLC 

 

Mark Schneiderman  
Skokie Park District (Public Sector) 

 

Lynn Seinfeld  
Oakton Community College 

(Public Sector) 

Howard S. Meyer 

Executive Director  
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2009 Chamber Award Winners 
 
 

 

A WORD FROM THE 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
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2011 
BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS  

2011 is Your Year!  
 

Dear Friends,  
 

The Skokie Chamber of Commerce finishes another banner year.   
2010 saw us reach a milestone in membership and activity levels.  We 
have become the most active Chamber of Commerce on the North Shore, 
offering you and your business more opportunities for success than any 
other professional business association in the area.  The traditional 

purpose of a Chamber of Commerce is to be a coalition of area businesses who pool their 
talents and resources.  When you join our Chamber, it is like having many hundreds of 
hands holding yours in support and camaraderie. I always tell prospective members that if 
you are interested in doing business in the Village of Skokie, or on the North Shore for 
that matter, it is imperative that you join the Skokie Chamber of Commerce to facilitate 
connections and foster success for your goals and mission.   
 

Our demographics mirror that of the community- from the smallest home-based 
businesses, to mid-sized companies, retail, professional organizations, non-profits and 
multi-national manufacturers. The formula is not that difficult: show up at programs and 
events, create relationships, transact business. ñAs easy as 1-2-3.ò But you need to make 
the commitment of time and effort.  Our dues are structured so that even the smallest 
business can be a member.  Our programs and educational offerings are intentionally 
broad to meet a variety of business needs. 
 

In 2011 we will continue to expand on our successes.  More than the traditional business 
after hours, members can partake in multi-Chamber networking programs, regional 
tradeshows, community festivals and educational opportunities.  We offer demographic-
specific networking groups such as Women in Business, Young Professionals, Small 
Office Home Office, the Executiveôs Group, Manufacturersô Roundtable, Lawyersô 
Roundtable and the Financial Professionalôs Networking Group.  Our very own Sales 
Vantage Referral Group is recognized throughout the Chamber community as the 
ñgrandfatherò of all Chamber referral groups. Our committee offerings are designed 
knowing that our membersô interests are broad and diverse as well, from planning events 
to shaping the economic, civic and cultural climate of Skokie.  Our website and marketing 
materials are directed to residents and businesses and powerfully target your company to 
potential business and resources.  Our program sponsorships offer top-tier visibility at 
affordable levels. We foster community alliances that you as a stand-alone business could 
not otherwise do on your own- but are open to you as a Chamber member. 
 

On a very personal level, our entire staff is committed to your success.  We are on the 
phone, out in the community and at your places of businesses every single day of the 
year, strategizing with members, establishing partnerships and reaching out across the 
North Shore to help our members succeed.  The past couple of years have been tough 
economically.  However, it is a proven fact that being active in your local Chamber of 
Commerce will boost your community image and increase your sales.  A recent national 
survey found that consumers are 63% more likely to buy from a business that is a 
member of a Chamber of Commerce.  You need to make that first step of becoming 
involved. Being a member of a Chamber of Commerce is one of the oldest forms of doing 
business ñin the modern eraò- dating back to the 1500ôs. I hope that 2011 is the year that 
you become committed to having the Skokie Chamber help you reach your success.  
What are you waiting for!  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

Pre-Super Bowl Party Hosted by NSYP  
 

Join us in networking for a cause; hosted by the North 

Suburban Young Professionals and sponsored by Airoom 
Architects & Builders Remodelers in Lincolnwood. Proceeds will 

benefit the Childrenôs Memorial Foundation. 
 

Thursday, February 3, 2011: 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.  
Airoom Architects Builders Remodelers,  

6825 N. Lincoln Ave., Lincolnwood 
$10 by February 1, and $12 after Feb. 1 and at the door  

See insert for more details!  
  

 

Women in Business: What Lies Ahead for 
Your Business and Customers in 2011?  
 
 
What will 2011 bring your business and 

your customers? Elizabeth Pierson, CFA at 

First American Bank, will discuss current 
economic environment and what to expect 

during the next 12 months.  
 

 
Wednesday, January 26, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 
$10 Fee; includes full lunch  
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Business After -Hours at Bar Louie  

 
 

Join us at Bar Louie in Skokie with the 
Skokie Chamber of Commerce. Youôll Eat, 

Drink, Network and Be Happy! 
 

 

Thursday, January 27, 2011: 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Bar Louie Skokie - Holiday Inn, 5300 W. Touhy Avenue, Skokie  

This event is Free!  
See insert for more details!  

Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club  
 

The Breakfast Club is a dynamic group led by 

business consultant Scott Hershinow, Optimal 
Level, LLC. The Breakfast Club is a great way 

to build relationships with fellow Skokie 
Chamber members over breakfast.  
 
 

Friday, January 21, 2011: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  

Oakton Park Community Center, 4701 Oakton Street, Skokie 

$10; includes breakfast  

 
 

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  
ñImprove Your Business Marketing Communicationò 
 

 

 

 
 

Ami Koenig, Ami Koenig Design, Inc., will present different 
ways to improve your business marketing communication 

techniques in order to market more effectively.  
 

Wednesday, January 5, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  
Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 

Free; bring a sack lunch  

New Member Orientation/Existing Member 
Refresher  
 

Are you a new member and want to know what your first 
step should be as a Skokie Chamber of Commerce member? 

Or are you an existing member and just need to brush up on 
your Skokie Chamber know-how? If so, you wonôt want to 

miss the Skokie Chamber member orientation. Also find out 

about all the resources that are available to you as a member 
of the Skokie Chamber of Commerce. 

 
 

Wednesday, January 12, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  
Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 

Free; includes lunch  

Multi -Chamber Mega -Connect  
 
Multiply your networking potential by joining us at this huge 

event with more than 15 different Chambers in the North 
Shore and Chicago land area.  

 
 

Wednesday, January 26, 2011: 7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.  
Chateau Ritz, 9100 N. Milwaukee Ave., Niles 
$25 if RSVP before January 19; includes breakfast  

$35 after January 19 and at the door  
See insert for more details!  

Annual Board Installation &  
Member Awards Luncheon  
 

Join us for this annual networking event where Skokie Chamber 
Board members are inducted and outgoing Board members are 

recognized for their service. Weôll also give awards to members 
for business excellence.   
 

Friday, February 4, 2011: 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  

Maggianoôs Little Italy, 4999 Old Orchard Rd., Skokie 
$35/$265 per table of 8; includes lunch  
Sponsored by SLSF Certified Public Accountants and 

Westfield Old Orchard  
See insert for more details!  

  



BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHTS  

Have a Job to Post? 
You can post it on www.skokieworks.com  
or on the Skokie Chamberôs website at 

www.skokiechamber.org. Call Linda Bouvilom at  
847-673-0240 to find out how. 
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The LockUp Self Storage Wants to Help  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The Lock Up Self Storage wants to help a Charity or needy 
family in the greater Skokie area by offering one year of 

free storage. In difficult times, The Lock Up Self Storage 
understands the trying times people are going through. 

They see it every day in Business and that is why The Lock 
Up is going to help a Charity or a needy family. Skokie 

Chamber members can recommend any charity or needy 

family to the Chamber staff and a decision will be made by 
next month.  
  

The Lock Up Self Storage opened its doors in Skokie, in 

April 2005 and has been an active member in the Skokie 
Chamber. They have enjoyed being a golf outing sponsor 

the past five years and a host of an after -hours networking 
event and now want to help by donating a 10x10 storage 

unit for up to one year to that family or charity in need.  
  

The Lock Up Self Storage is located at 5250 Golf Road in 

Skokie. The facility is fully climate controlled, heated and air 
conditioned state-of-the-art facility. Four floors host 1,050 

units, starting at a 5x5 size for smaller storage to larger 
sizes up to 10x30 for storing an entire household, 

commercial business or vehicle.  
  

The main cargo bay allows you to drive inside so you are 
out of the elements and will fit any vehicle, so on those 

rainy or snowy days you stay dry inside the building. The 

Lock Up Self Storage offers a safe environment, offering 24- 
hour digital camera monitoring. They provide a free cylinder 

lock for your unit, and donôt forget to ask about their free 
move-in truck!  
  

The Lock Up Self Storage is professionally managed. They 

invite you to come in and visit or contact them at  847 -677-
8080 or www.thelockup.com for your storage needs.  
 

 

  

 
 

 

 
Do you and your office 

need a new attitude for  
a successful New Year? 
 

The New Year is all about 

taking stock. Itôs the 
perfect time to launch new 

business goals and create 

the space that will support 
those goals. Itôs well 

known that, with positive 
changes in your 

environment, you can make a difference in your employeeôs 

morale, as well as your companyôs bottom line. 
 

ñAchieving a new look for your office is easierðand less 

costlyðthan you may thinkò, say Shani and Jane of SHANI 

and JANE re-DESIGN.  This creative team specializes in using 
the furniture, art and accessories you already have to design 

dynamic spaces. 
 

Here are some ideas you can implement right now:  
 

ß Re-configure work stations to make them more 

appealing, organized and ergonomically supportive 
ß Look at your artwork; do pieces need to be re -framed or 

re-hung for more visual impact? 

ß Consider re-upholstering furniture for a fresh new look  

ß Let the light shine in: keep windows clean  

ß For a high-impact look at a low -cost, re-paint the space 

in a dynamic new color  

ß Add life to your office with fresh flowers and real plants  

ß Create a "business brag book" for the reception area 

highlighting your business achievements such as thank-

you notes from clients, photos of projects/products and 
awards  

ß Keep fresh fruit, such as apples or lemons in a bowl in 

the reception area  
 

Let SHANI and JANE re-DESIGN help you change your office 
so that it reflects the success you want to achieve in 2011!  
 

For more information, contact Shani and Jane at:  

847.675.7575 or 847.644.1908 

http://www.shaniandjaneredesign.com  
SHANI and JANE re-DESIGN 

4138 Greenwood Street  
Skokie, Illinois 60076  

 

  
 

 

 

 

Rejuvenate Yourself and Your 
Surroundings for the New Year -   
Itôs Easier Than You May Think 



The Skokie Chamber of Commerce is looking for 
volunteers who want to help plan Chamber events. 
By joining a Planning Committee, youôre getting 
involved, meeting new people and getting your 

business name out there.  
 

Contact the Skokie Chamber office at   
847-673-0240 for more information. 

Join a Skokie Chamber Committee 

Turning Point Behavioral Health Care Center  
   
 
At Turning Point,  
their mission 

statement, ñSolid 

Support. When you 
need it most,ò is a 

promise to our community. The mission is to serve people with 
mental illness, regardless of their ability to pay, with the same 

respect, compassion and professionalism we would expect for 
ourselves. They provide expert support to people during some 

of the most difficult times of their lives.  
 

This holiday season, in response to severe cuts in state funding, 
Turning Point invites you to participate in an exciting new 

program to assist our Skokie neighbors in need.  The ñTickets 
to Recoveryò program allows you to partner directly in providing 

lifesaving mental health services to people who need them the 

most. Your support will purchase tickets that will be given 
directly to clients who can use them to pay for services that are 

no longer funded by the state. Turning Pointôs therapy, 
psychiatry and case management services literally make the 

difference between someone being a productive member of 
society and being unable to function and ultimately returning to 

the hospital.  
 

Please visit us online at www.tpoint.org, or stop by Turning 
Point at 8324 Skokie Boulevard to meet the caring staff, tour 

our facility or make a donation to support our Skokie neighbors. 
Contributions from new donors will be matched in support of 

our life-saving ARCHES Case Management Program by an 

anonymous donor, so your generosity will go twice as far in 
meeting local mental health needs.  Call Kendra Kim for more 

information at #847 933 -0051, ext. 442.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Turning Pointôs Tenth Annual 
Town Hall Meeting will be held at the Skokie Public Library on 

February 11, 2011 from 10:00-11:30am.  Representatives from 
government, advocacy groups and constituents will participate 

in a panel discussion about local mental health advocacy. 
Everyone is invited to participate in this important community 

event.  PLEASE COME! 
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Optimize your investment in your business in 2011 by 

upgrading to a MembershipPLUS Signature or 
MembershipPLUS Premier membership. 
 

These exclusive offerings ï available only to Skokie Chamber 

of Commerce members in good standing ï bring you 
enhanced tools and resources to market your business at 

discounted rates.   
 

You get all the advantages of Chamber membership plus 

these additional marketing and promotional benefits in a 
choice of two cost-effective plans.  Both help you generate 

business leads, grow your visibility among nearly 600 
member businesses and broaden your reach to potential 

customers and clients throughout the community.  
 

Benefits of MembershipPLUS;  
 

-long recognition as a MembershipPLUS sponsor in the 
Chamberôs monthly newsletter The Chamber Connection 

websiteôs home page 

distributed annually to more than 17,000 households through 
Pioneer Press distribution (subject to production deadline) 

program literature at Chamber events 

Chamber functions (excludes multi-Chamber events) 
 

-mail blast promotion 
 

Awards Luncheon, Annual Holiday Party & Auction and Fall or 

Spring Membership Luncheon, and moreé 
 

Join these 2010 MembershipPLUS businesses: 
MembershipPLUS Premier Members:  

AT&T Illinois, Cole Taylor Bank, Duxler Complete Auto Care, 
First Bank & Trust, NorthShore University HealthSystem - 
Skokie Hospital, Winning Edge Properties 
 

MembershipPLUS Signature Members:  
Edward Jones ï Glen Roter, Erica Crohn Minchella, Ltd., 
Attorney at Law, Home Helpers of Northeastern Illinois,  
Interface Financial Group, Law Offices of Annette E. Pinhasik, 
Skokie Public Library 
 

Contact Gayle Weinhouse, 847.673.0240 or 

membership@skokiechamber.org, for additional information 
or to upgrade your membership.  
 

*MembershipPLUS benefits must be used within one calendar year.* 

 
 

 

Make MembershipPLUS Part of Your  
2011 Business Plan...  

MembershipPLUS  
PROFILE  

           NON-PROFIT 



Annual  

HOLIDAY PARTY & AUCTION  
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St. Paul Lutheran 

Church & Academy 

 
Annual Holiday Party & Auction -  December 9, 2010  

The Skokie Chamber of Commerce thanks each business involved in planning, sponsoring, donating, 

volunteering and supporting our Annual Holiday Party & Auction. Without each of you, the event would not 

be the success that it was.  
Sponsors:  

 
 

Board members Scott Holtz, 5207 Inc., and Deb 
Mattes, general manager at Westfield Old 
Orchard, volunteered to keep an eye on the 
silent auction tables.  

2010 Planning Committee  

Art Gately, Albany Bank & Trust Company, N.A. -  Cathy Gazzolo, Radiant Website Design, Ltd.  

Dean Giuntoli, Dean Giuntoliôs Bookkeeping Services -  Mary Lynch, Mary Lynch CPA  

Kim Ogasawara, Harris Bank  -  Holly Rotman -Zaid, Freestyle Marketing, LLC   

Jennifer Engel, Chicagoôs North Shore Convention and Visitors Bureau 

Howard Meyer and Linda Bouvilom; Skokie 
Chamber of Commerce , congratulate 
Kathy Cusimano for winning an iPad. 

Deb Lawrence and her daughter Marcia 
Lawrence awarded Sheila Meyer, T.A. 
Cummings Jr. Co., Inc. Insurance,  a 
CD from the Quick Pick game. 

To view more photos, please visit duronstudio.com and click on  
Event -On Line. Under Session ID, enter ñholidayparty.ò 

Volunteers  

Shirley Hall, Harris Bank  

Frank Cannizzo  

Erica Minchella, Attorney at Law  

Sam Eckerling, Print - Xpress  

Deb Lawrence, Marketing  

Marcia Lawrence  

Dave Putrus, First Bank & Trust  

Ralph Czerwinski, Skokie Fire Department  

 

 

Lynn Seinfeld, Oakton Community College  

Rick Moskovitz, A- Plus Pest Control  

Scott Holtz, 5207 Inc.  

Gary Chesin, Chesin Financial Group  

Deb Mattes, Westfield Old Orchard  

Glen Roter -  Edward Jones Investments  

J.R. Graves, Remodeling by JR Graves  

Karen Sanders, Sanders IT Consulting  

 

See insert for Auction & Quick Pick Donors  

Thank You to the Following:  
Doubletree Hotel & Conference Center : Hospitality , DJ Paul Drake of A Paul Drake Production, Video & 

Photos: Entertainment, Duron Shemtov, Duronôs Studio Photography: Photography, Sam Eckerling, Print -

Xpress : Printing, Monika Ziarnowski, Pioneer Press: Ad, Skokie Chamber Donors, Maggie Noonan, 

Winestyles : Centerpieces, Michael Dyb, Phil Stephanie Restaurants : Raffle prize,  

Leonard Mendiola  Crowne Plaza Chicago Metro : Raffle prize  



Quarterly Article Submitted by the Village of Skokie,  
Ann Tennes, Director of Marketing and Communications 
 

 
 

  

 

Finding Quality Business Information Part 2  
  

Quality business information can put a small business ahead of the 
competition. Most small businesses cannot afford a research or 
marketing firm for assistance but there are tools that can provide 
useful marketing data such as company and industry information, 
marketing lists of potential customers, or demographic reports for 
particular locations. 
  

This type of information is not easily found on the Internet alone 
but is available via subscription databases found in many public 
libraries including Skokie Public Library. Last month Hoovers Online  
a business directory with detailed reports on larger companies was 
described, today two additional business directories will be covered, 
good for creating targeted lists of companies.  
 

ReferenceUSA  
By far ReferenceUSA is the business tool that gets the most use at 
the library.  ReferenceUSA is a business directory that provides 
basic contact information on both large and small companies 
throughout the US and Canada.  It is extensive; for Skokie alone 
there are almost 4000 business listings.  One of the chief uses of 
ReferenceUSA is to create lists in Excel spreadsheet format.  These 
lists can be limited by criteria, such as sales volume, location and 
number of employees.   
  

There is more to ReferenceUSA than just a business directory.  It is 
also a customizable White Pages with the ability to create lists of 
households limited by varables such as family income, location, and 
home value.  In addition there is also a healthcare directory with 
information on over 800,000 physicians and dentists. 
  

Lexis/Nexis  
Lexis/Nexis is another tool  for creating company lists. But beyond 
being a basic business directory Lexis/Nexis is also a periodical 
index with links to thousands of newspaper and magazine articles.  
When creating a company target list with Lexis/Nexis there will be 
much more information on larger companies than can be found in 
ReferenceUSA, details such as lists of company executives, financial 
data, recent legal cases and patents, and key competitors. Plus 
Lexis/Nexis will link to relevant articles in major newspapers and 
magazines for the past few years..    
Lexis/Nexis is a little harder to use than ReferenceUSA so it may be 
more useful as a backup source when additional detail on a 
company is needed.  
 

These and other business databases can be found on the Skokie 
Business Portal business.skokielibrary.info.  Keep in mind that a 
Skokie Public Library card will be needed to access these databases 
via the Internet.  All businesses in Skokie and Chamber members 
have access to a library card.   
 

For more information contact Mike Buhmann, Reference Librarian, 
Skokie Public Library, 847-673-7774, mbuhmann@skokielibrary.info  
  

     

  
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly blog by Mike Buhmann, Business and Career Librarian 
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Business After -Hours at Avis Car Rental  

 

 
Business Before -Hours at  

Best Buy Old Orchard  
 


