
Wednesday, June 15, 2011  

Wednesdays on the Green -   

Car show  

6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. - Village Green 

5127 Oakton St., Skokie 
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Wednesday, June 1, 2011  

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

Wednesday, June 1, 2011  

Wednesdays on the Green -   

Music -  Skokie Valley Symphony  

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. - Village Green 

5127 Oakton St., Skokie 

Wednesday, June 22, 2011  

Women in Business  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

Thursday, June 9, 2011  

Grand Opening Alden Estates  

5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  

4660 W. Old Orchard Rd., Skokie 

Friday, June 24, 2011  

Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club  

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Oakton Park Community Center 

4701 W. Oakton St., Skokie 

Tuesday, June 28, 2011  

Business After -Hours  

5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  

Grossinger Autoplex 

6620 N. Keating, Lincolnwood 

Wednesday, June 8, 2011  

Wednesdayôs on the Green -  

Dancing  

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

Village Green 

5127 Oakton St., Skokie 

Thursday, June 16, 2011  

Taste of Skokie Valley  

5:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

Double Tree & Conference Center 

9599 Skokie Blvd., Skokie 

Wednesday, June 29, 2011  

Wednesdays on the Green -  Music  

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. - Village Green 

5127 Oakton St., Skokie 



 
Thanks to First Bank & Trust Skokie for hosting 

the May 9 Board of Directors meeting  

 

AA Service Co. Heating & Cooling, 1979  

American Cancer Society, 1998  

A-Plus Pest Control, 1999  

Argo Building Products, 2009  

Assured Healthcare Solutions, 2008  

Avon Independent Sales Representative -

Elaine Powell, 2006  

Business Only Broadband, 2008  

Central United Methodist Church, 2007  

Cintas Document Management, 2007  

Classico Salon, Inc., 2004  

Comfort Inn Northshore, 1963  

Complete Chiropractic and Rehab, 2011  

Decker Home Services, 2005  

DeVry University - Chicago Campus, 2009  

District 219 Education Foundatio, 2009  

Duron Studio Photography, 2002  

Eco Tec Insulation, LLC, 2008  

Elite Auto Body, 2010  

Evanston Subaru in Skokie, 2009  

Family Doctor/Family Healthcare, 1999  

Fed Ex Office, 1993  

Fifth Third Bank, 2005  

Filipino Newsmagazine, 2002  

G&G Financial Services, Ltd., 1998  

Georgia Nut Co., 2001  

Gordon Flesch Company, 2005  

Graff, Ballauer & Blanski, 2001  

Gregory Turza, Attorney at Law, 2006  

Griffin McArthy & Rice, 2006  

Home Instead Senior Care, 2001  

International House of Pancakes, 1998  

Jerry Pearlstein & Associates, 2003  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerryôs Quality Meats, 2000 

Kafko International Ltd., 1998  

KGI Landscaping, 2001  

L&A Computer Services, 2010  

Life Span, 2005  

Maggianoôs Little Italy, 1995 

Mary A. Lynch & Associates, 2003  

Mayer Kaplan JCC, 2005  

Metropolitan Family Services, 1990  

Mystic Fountain, 2010  

Neihaus Construction Co., Inc., 1992  

Orchard Village, 2008  

Perfection Counter Tops & Custom 

Closets. 2004  

Print X -Press, 1987  

Remodeling by J.R. Graves, 2006  

Right Angle Signs, 2002  

S&E Medical Supply, 2009  

Sandberg Jewelers 2003  

Skokie Maid & Cleaning Service, 2001  

Skokie Northshore Sculpture, 2006  

Skokie School District 73 1/2, 1987  

Skokie Valley Air Control, 1998  

Solus, LLC/Level 2 Storage Inc., 2007  

State Representative Daniel Biss, 2010  

The Lock Up Self Storage, 2005  

Traeger Furs Inc., 1973  

Triangle Printers Inc., 2000  

Village Crossing Shopping Center, 1995  

Village of Skokie, 1999  

William Post H. Post Inc., 1993  

Zhivago Restaurant & Banquets, 2008  
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Mailing services for  

The Chamber Connection  
are provided by  

Chamber member  
Priority Systems, Inc.  

7410 Niles Center Rd.,  

Skokie, IL 60077  
847 -929 -6000  

New Members & 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS  

 

Animal Medical Center  

8343 N. Skokie Blvd. 
Skokie, IL 60077 

847-673-2616 (t)  
Dr. Andrew Miz, DVM 

drmiz@amcskokie.com 
www.amcskokie.com 

Veterinarians  
 

Intelliclean, Inc.  
By Appointment Only 

Chicago, IL 60611 
877-724-9977 (t)  

Natasha Dobrow 
info@intelliclean.net 

www.intelliclean.net  
Cleaning -Janitorial & Maid Services  
 

Knabe, Kroning & Mainzer  
20 South Clark St., Suite 2301 

Chicago, IL 60603 

312-977-9119 (t)  
312-977-9009 (f)  

Gregory A. Bedell 
gbedell@kkm-law.com 

www.kkm-law.com 
Attorneys & Legal Services  
 

Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc.  
P.O. Box 1833 

Skokie, IL 60076 
847-744-2605 (t)  

David A. Richmond 
richmond22@prepaidlegal.com 

www.prepaidlegal.com/hub/richmond22  
Attorneys & Legal Services  
 

New York Life Insurance - Tim Reid  

8201 Laramie 
Skokie, IL 60077 

847-997-6901 (t)  
Timothy R. Reid 

trreid@ft.newyorklife.com 
www.newyorklife.com 

Financial Planning  
 

Wetnoze Photography  

PO Box 425 
Glencoe, IL 60022 

847-421-1000 (t)  

Marge Hudson 
marge@wetnoze.com 

www.wetnoze.com 
Pet Photographer  
 
 



Howard S. Meyer 

Executive Director  

 
Deb Mattes, President  

Westfield Old Orchard 
 

Erica Crohn Minchella,  
Executive Vice -President  

Attorney at Law 
 

Carolyn Anthony, Vice President  
Skokie Public Library (Public Sector) 

 

David Putrus, Treasurer  
First Bank and Trust, Skokie 

 

Eric Bates, Secretary  
Doubletree Hotel & Conference Center 

 

Glen Roter,                         
Immediate Past President  

Edward Jones Investments 
 
 

Sarah Bender  
Priority Systems, Inc. 

     

David Charous  
Attorney at Law 

 

Nanciann Gatta  
Niles Township Dist. 219 

(Public Sector ) 
 

Carol Goodman  
Perfection Counter Tops &  

Custom Closets 
 

J.R. Graves  
Remodeling by J.R. Graves 

 

Jack Ivanoff  
Walgreenôs Pharmacy 

 

Scott Holtz  
5207 Inc.  

 

Jerry Mytych  
AT&T Illinois 

 

Kim Ogasawara  
Harris Bank 

 

Brian Parker  
@properties Residential Division 

 

Al Rigoni  
Village of Skokie (Public Sector) 

 

Holly Rotman -Zaid  
Freestyle Marketing, LLC 

 

Mark Schneiderman  
Skokie Park District (Public Sector) 

 

Lynn Seinfeld  
Oakton Community College 

(Public Sector) 
 

Joy Schaefer  
Home Helpers of Northeastern Illinois 
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2011 
BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS  
 

Congratulations To Our Merchant of the 
Year Honorees!  
 
This past Monday I had the honor of participating at the awards 
presentation for the Merchant of the Year Honors at the Village Board 
Meeting. This is a community driven award sponsored by the Consumer 
Affairs Commission, of which I am an appointed commissioner.  I was even 
more honored that three of the top awards went to Chamber members! 

This year marked an all time high for ballots cast from Village residents. The tie for first place 
was given to the Village Inn Restaurant and Sweetie Pies Bakery, with one of the runners up 
being the Cigar King, an anchor of the downtown business community. The fact that these 
merchants all have businesses located in the downtown shopping district is a testament to 
the fact that, even through all of the transitions in the downtown area, downtown Skokie is 
still an important destination spot for our residents.  
 

Now while the Chamber cannot take credit for these honors, we share in this significant 
moment for these merchants and celebrate their success and hard work.  What do these 
three Chamber members have in common?  Certainly excellence in business practice and 
customer loyalty. But more significantly they have separated themselves from other 
merchants, and in doing so have become a destination spot for the community. Each of these 
merchants has achieved this business success in very different ways and I encourage each of 
you to stop by and meet these business owners. 
 

The first of these business stand outs is Randy Miles, owner of the Village Inn Restaurant.  
I often refer to Randy as ñMr. Skokie.ò He is the founder of the Independent Merchants 
Association of Downtown Skokie, and helped to re-establish the Backlot Bash Summer 
Festival.  Randy is one of the major forces behind the downtown redevelopment project  
and regularly consults with Village officials, sharing his extensive knowledge and business 
acumen. When you enter the Village Inn, the first thing you notice above all else is the 
camaraderie and friendly atmosphere.  The energy in the restaurant is contagious and the 

selection on the menu is one of the largest I have ever seen.  
 

Sweetie Pies Bakery is a unique success story in the downtown area and is a wonderful 
example of how the Village of Skokieôs Economic Development Department paired with a 
merchant to bring an already thriving business to a higher level of success.  Sweetie Pies is a 
family venture, founded by Bruce and Arden Kruger and their children Chad and Dana.  Every 
item in the bakery is homemade, nothing is commercially processed or brought in from other 
sources.  It is a warm and friendly place resembling someoneôs living room. Come to Sweetie 
Pies to experience their wonderful award winning creations, as well as witness the Kruger 
familyôs artistry with baked goods. 
 

Cigar King is a destination spot with customers from all around the nation. In addition to an 
inventory of one of the largest selections of cigars and smoking materials in the country, they 
also house private humidors for rental. Cigar King also has a unique selection of high end 
menôs gifts and accessories including fine menôs watches, writing instruments, shaving 
supplies and much more.  Cigar King also has a large compliment of lounge chairs to sit in 
and enjoy your favorite cigar while watching sports games on one of their many big screen 

televisions. Please be sure to check out these outstanding Chamber members who have been 
recognized by their customers as an outstanding destination within the Village of Skokie.  

   
   
    

  Sincerely,  

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Women in Business:  
ñPower Partners: Everyone Loves a Great 
Connectorò 
 

Julie Yusim, Duxler Complete Auto Care, will present, ñPower 
Partnersò- If thereôs anything we have learned through our 

networking, itôs the fact that ñpeople do business with those 

people they know, like and trust.ò  One way to get people to 
like and trust you is by becoming a great Referrer.  And the 

way to get people to love you is to become not only a great 
Referrer, but also a great Connector.  
 

Wednesday, June 22, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  
Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 

$10 Fee; includes full lunch  

This event is sponsored by Duxler Complete Auto Care 
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Breakfast Club ñReaching Success through 
Leadershipò 
  

Successful leaders have habits and behavior that 

result in getting what they want. Linda McCabe, 

Optimal Level, will discuss reaching success 
through leadership with and run an interactive exercise.  
  

 

Friday, June 24, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 
$10 Fee; includes breakfast  

 
 

Small Office/Home Office 
(SOHO) ñCompetitive Pricing in Businessò  
 

In today's market place, many business 
services are being commoditized shrinking 

traditional profit margins. Joe Campagna of 
Grant Merchant Services will discuss sales 

techniques and possible pricing models to help your customer 
feel like you're a partner and not just another vendor.  
 
 

Wednesday, June 1, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 
Free; bring a sack lunch  

 

  
  
 

 
The Taste of Skokie Valley (Lincolnwood, Morton Grove,  

Niles and Skokie) is a celebration of gourmet food, fabulous 
auction items, friendship and community. More than 350 + 

Skokie Chamber members, Rotary Club members and  

community members are expected for this event to network  
and enjoy the event.  
 

Thursday, June 16, 2011: 5:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

Doubletree Hotel & Conference Center 
9599 Skokie Blvd., Skokie 

$30 in advance and $40 at the door;  
See insert for more details  

Business After -Hours at Grossinger Autoplex
     

Join us for a Multi-Chamber Business After-Hours with the 

Lincolnwood Chamber of Commerce at Grossinger Autoplex  
for networking, great food and a tour of the fantastic facility.  
 
 

Tuesday, June 28 , 2011:  

5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.   
Grossinger Autoplex  
6620 N. Keating, Lincolnwood 
Free; see insert for more details  

Grand Re -Opening and Networking Event at 
Alden Estates of Skokie  
 

 

Join us at Alden Estates Skokie after their year-long multi -
million dollar total top -to-bottom renovation, Alden Estates of 

Skokie on Old Orchard Road just reopened in late April. This 
facility will be the only short -term orthopedic recovery center on 

the North Shore so donôt miss the opportunity to take a tour. 
  
 

Thursday, June 9, 2011: 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Alden Estates of Skokie 

4660 W. Old Orchard Road., Skokie 

Free; see insert for more details  

Wednesdays on the Green - Music by the 
Skokie Valley Symphony  
 

Programs run from 7 to 9:00 p.m. Bring a blanket 
or chair. Pack a picnic basket or why not carryout 

from a local restaurant? Gather with neighbors 
and enjoy the sounds of summer.  
 

Wednesday, June 1, 2011: 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Village Green, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie 
Free  

Wednesdays on the Green - Dancing  
ñ Rock Around the Clock on 50ôs nightò 
 
 

Dancing on the Green is a Trail to Fitness activity 
through the Skokie Park District. A DJ will spin 

tunes while everyone dances from 7-8:30 p.m.  
 
 

Wednesday, June 8, 2011: 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  
Village Green, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie 

Free  

Wednesdays on the Green - 
Custom & Classic Car Shows  
 
 

Browse over 75 custom and classes cars at this 
event and enjoy great food, entertainment and fun.  
 

Wednesday, June 15, 2011: 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Village Green, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie 
Free  

 



 

 
 

 
 
The Douglas Center Thanks 
Friends and Supporters:  
Rifath Khan (center of photo), 
Executive Director of The 
Douglas Center with several 
Program Participants 

 
The Douglas Center Wins First Place in ñDo-Gooder  

of the Yearò Contest Sponsored by Autohaus on Edens  
and Toyota Corporate 
 

Rifath Khan, Executive Director of The Douglas Center has 

been named ñDo-Gooder of Yearò in a contest sponsored 
by Autohaus on Edens and Toyota Corporate.  Contest 

rules stated that all nominations be submitted via a video 

explaining why the nominee deserved this title and award.  
Voting for all nominees was conducted by the public on 

the facebook page of Autohaus on Edens. The top two 
winning nominees each received $5,000 donated to their 

non-profit organization.  
 

When the voting was tallied the nomination of Rifath 

Khan, Executive Director of The Douglas Center was the 
first place winner. ñOn behalf of The Douglas Center, we 

would like to thank Autohaus on Edens and Toyota 
Corporate for the opportunity to participate in this exciting 

contestò, stated Rifath Khan, Executive Director. ñTo all 
who voted for us and to all who participated as 

ambassadors of The Douglas Center encouraging their 

families, friends and colleagues to vote for us, we extend 
our heartfelt thanks. To all nominees, we are honored to 

have been in such wonderful company. We have the 
greatest respect for the wonderful work that you do. We 

know how much hard work and effort was taken to 

participate in this exciting venture.ò 
 

The Douglas Center provides day programs for individuals 

with severe developmental and physical disabilities. The 

Douglas Center Work Center offers work programs that 
include light manufacturing, sewing, packaging, assembly, 

shrink-wrapping, labeling, heat sealing, fulfillment 
services, etc. by partnering with manufacturers and 

individuals on work contracts/projects. The center offers 

pre-vocational training and developmental rehabilitation. 
For information on exploring a potential production/

manufacturing project assignment or making a donation 
please contact Linda Cordero, Development Coordinator  

at lcordero@thedouglascenter.com or 847-674-1921. 

BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHTS  

 

 
 

 
 

 
Founded in 2010, Once Upon Our Times Publishing  

will be publishing its first book, Once Upon Our Times,  
65 Years Growing Up Baby Boomer, in October, 2011.   

It is a combination American history and nostalgia book 

highlighting growing -up experiences, commentary and  
a trip down Memory Lane from mid -1940 through today.  
  

Publisher and co-writer Sharon Sultan Cutler, a Skokie 

Chamber of Commerce member, elaborates on the major 
historical events 79 million baby boomers have experienced.  

The first baby boomer infants, 3.47 million strong, were born 
in 1946 after young men returned to post -World War II 

America and started families. 
  

The book includes personal essays and memories of children 

growing up in safe neighborhoods in the late 1940ôs to mid 
1950ôs; family values through the years; elementary and high 

school days, bomb shelters and  
air-raid drills; the start of rock and roll radio, early television 

shows; the Vietnam War; the Civil Rights Amendment, the 

Womenôs Liberation Movement and many more chapters of 
life up until 2011.  
  

If you wish to contribute your own thoughts and memories, 

please e-mail author@OnceUponOurTimes.com. Cutler also 
seeks photos depicting life in the 40ôs through 70ôs for the 

book. 
  

As baby boomers become ónew seniorsô at the rate of 10,000 
people daily, Sultan-Cutler wants to become known as a 

óbaby boomer/nostalgiaô expert for local and national media.   
  

The website is 
www.OnceUponOurTimes.com  

and autographed copies of the 

book may be pre-ordered 
online. Further information is 

available by calling  
773-853-2355.   
  

The publishers also own 

www.MatureResources.net ,  
an internet magazine for baby 

boomers to seniors, which is 

for sale. 
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Once Upon Our Times  
(because life isnôt a fairy tale) 65 Years 
Growing Up Baby Boomer 

The Douglas Center Wins First Place in  
ñDo-Gooder of the Yearò Contest Sponsored 
by Autohaus on Edens and Toyota 


